BEN AND TORI STANLEY

Melbourne Park Longhorns

When passion for a breed is so intense that one side of a large
cattle shed wall is painted with the words “Welcome to Longhorn
country™ there is no doubting the commitment, dedication and

confidence that Ben and Tori Stanley have for the Longhorn breed.

That pessen and eommetment has growm slgnificarty
since mowing to the 520-acre Park Farm some sewven
years 2go, but pnor to that. Ban and Tor sdmit the
business has grown from humble beginnings

The couple were renting a small 10-acre propery,
which then grew to 100 acres, same of which they
sill rent now. They hed o lerger foom on dhesp
praductian alang with renning thres Smmental eross
Lemghorn cows; twa of which are still in the breeding
herd today, while at the same time Ben was buying
Longhorn steers fram Rowsham Estate, Chdordshire

“Indtially farming on a large scale wasn't a priority
for us, we wanied to start from a retail end and work
back fo be able o generate as much from each
andmal ag passible” comments Ben wha undertook
a Mullield Scholarship locking at meat quality

“Wewere doing fowr fermers markets in Londaon every
waekend - Motiing Hill, Highgate, West Hampstead
ard: Hampstead Heath, We did this for sight years,
travalling down from Decbyshire and while it wes

certainky hard work we leamt a lat sbowt clustneanes
relationsheps and producing & luuny prodwct in bigh
demand,” adds Tor,

Having purchasad three pedigree  Longhaorm
haifers from various disparsals, the Melbouma Fark
herd began to grow, No strangers 1o the breed
Ben's parents Pat and John Stanley owe the noted
Blackbraak herd and while Ban i ineredibly prowd
of hiz Langhors roots and his parest's sucoess
within the bread, his intention has always been m
forge his and Tori's own path, particularly when it
comes o selecting dam lines

“Crr original intention wasn't to go in running a
breading herd as we ware more market focussed
rather than breading focussed, but when we moved
o Park Farm on a 253-year tenancy, the opporfunity
was too good not to take. Eguatly, the growsh of
the suckler enferprise meant we cowld produca
a consistent, huxury beef product by having mora
contral from start to finish which ultmately meant
we could sell the story from start to finish,” =ays Ben,

Blackbroak alres have been uaed sslectively over the
ﬁrr.\:r':.. In fact, their san Bertie was :l_:]il"lurj Blackbroak

rapper by Pat and John 25 a christening presant -
a bull that really shaped the future for the hard

The growth of the suckler
enterprise meant we could
produce a consistent, luxury,
beef product with control
from start to finish.

Ban and Tori than purchasad a whobs herd from Suffollke
arvd within this carme Bleckbnoak Touchstone, another
foundation stock . “Dver the years we hawe
tighitened up oo auality in terms of inproving udder
strength and producing a mores consistent frame shape

“From buging inostones, which we sl nesd to da o
meat demand, we have learmt that the rangier anes
wark far better as they need that compensatary
growth in getting finizh on the frame at the
right time. The Longhorm warks pelectly for ue
producing exceflont favourad beef and slower
maturing, finishing st 24-30 months of age. It &
hugety rewarding to see the progression of the
herd aver the years and it makes us proud ta ses
what wa hava achisved so far” adds Ben,

While: the showing element of running a Endigr::e:
liwastock business isn't a huge priociy, the amily
do take part in lacal shows and have had great
succass, including most recently celebrating &
brecd championship ot The Great Yorkshire Show

Ben and Tori Stanfey

this year, s owell &8s having notched up warious
breed and interbread championship wins at local
shows, Former Langhorn Cattle Sooety breed
ambassadors,. the couple have also won the Cow
of the Year titlean 2009 and Bull af the Year in 2022,

“While it's good to comipare our stock amongst otker
prograssive herds, we actually attend shows for our
children. Bertie and lona get a kot of enjoyment from
it, which iz greatly aided by the docile nature of the
bread, And as Torl admits, the show news provides
great social mediz content for keeping their ever-
Growing meat custormens in touch with farm activities,

Alongade the Longharms, thefamily run 2 commarcial
sheap flack -_-r25|:|al'|=xel builes, &s weell a5 8 successiul
finck of Jacoh sheep, a growing fock of Texels and a
recanily established Barder Laicestes flack,

The BO-cow Melbowne Park herd is all spriﬁ-g calwing
with the sim of ratating arable with grass. Some 70
acras of new grass is grown a year with the highest
protein content, The couple prefer to keep the cows
out for as long as possible, but due to the land type,
winter howsing roust be svailable
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The majority of the herd calve in February havin
been an grass silage and straw for the winter an
are then out unless the weather has cther ideas,
with cows managed as a number of satellite herds
to maintain the consistency of the product. “ldeally
| would like o run an autumn cabving crossbred
herd alsa to meet demand, But our current housing
sxtieation will not allow for that,” adds Ben.

Une of the hotly discussed topics of the Longhorn
breed s disbudding and Ben admits he has a head
versus heart mentality, "The practicalities sometimes
outweigh the characteristics of the breed, but
iltimataly stecking density and space. controd ame
the decision makars” admits Ben. Youngstock are
weaned at 280-320kg, with bulls having been steered
and going on to be fed maize grass silage and barley.

Those that are marketing
Longhorn beef need to
pool together and produce
markers for the breed in
terms of efficiency and
meat eating quality.

The crossbred cattle are finished in under 24 months
with two summers at grass and than trarsitioned to
horne arown h.qr!r:}-. ﬁ-.n'ing the Last few months, a
smple TME ration iz fed. Ben iz adamant that while
the Lonrghom i5.a high-erd quality, native product,
it stifl requines a finisfing perod on concentratas to
enhancethe meat-eating guality through the carcass
being balanced with fat gistribution, coupled with
the leaness of the meat. "Weanlings are fed less than
Tkg of barley a day and when hitting the finishing
period, Bkg of rmolled barey s fed to just creata
that finish we are looking for. We have dropped
purchased protein from the diet as cur customers
do not want soya, Although we haven't seen any
difference in performance, we cerainly have an
savings, comments Ban.

Mot only are Ben and Tor passionate about the
bireed, they are thoroughly animated when it comes
to owverall meat guality and meat-eating experience.
“Thase that are marketing Longhamn Beef need ta
poal together and produce markers for the bread
in terms of production efficency and meat-eating
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uality, perhaps byworkingwith chefsto better market
the message and ulimately grow the numbers within
the breed. There is 5o much more to a Longhamm than
a rare breed parkiand animal,” says Ben

Ben and Tori are focussed on putting foundations
down for their famiby, for their herd ard for their
growing bButchery and farm shop, but above that
they aré all about telling the wuth about their hoef
Ercducti-:ln by wurkin_c;hn:u:usely with their talented

utchery team at the butchery and farm shop in
Melbourne.

"In 2017 the local farm shop became available as
the couple renni it decided to retire, At the timc
we were running from a unit in the village and had
I:Ins_lg?ht a refrigerated display. so this seemed the
next logical step and we took the shop on in the
October, explaims Tori.

The shop now requires 130 bodies of beef a yoar
te meet the demand with the couple supplying
whilesabe, restaurants, raootracks, sports tracks, other
bitchers’ shops, farm shops, cafes, street food and of
course the trade from the general public. As part of
the available products, Packington pork and chicken
are sold alongside the deli counter, lamb, veg. milk,
and bread with a host of othar regional products.

On top of show success, the couple have been
recognised as Beef Innovators of the Year in 2016
and have been listed in the Daily Telegmph in
their Top 20 farm shop listings. Even The Daily Mail
recently quoted Tor and Ben's Farm Shop as "ane of
Britains most flaurizhing farm shops™ and there iz no
doubt as to their desire to provide high-end quality,
honest beef for their custamers, which |1-u-sc1c~::| 1

their business trebfing in strength all while allowing
their pledge o keep investing in the environment
and praducing sustainable meat to continwe

Ben and Torl Stanley

gharncattleso




